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BRUT. x 5. 


- And I turned myſelf and came down 
From the mount, and put the tables 

in the ark which I had made; and 
there they be, as the Lord commanded 
Me. 1 


0s Es being called up to mount 

Sinai, the Lord delivered to him 
two tables of ſtone, with the wri- 
ting of the law upon them; when 
he deſcended from thence, per- 
ceiving that the children of Jrael had finned, 


by making and worſhipping the golden calf, 


in great indignation at it, he caſt them out 
of his hands, and broke them at the bottom 
of the mount: for this ſin wrath came upon 
the people, and many of them fell by the 
ſword of the ſons of Levi; upon which 


Moſes had compaſſion on them, and intreated 


the Lord for them, who promiſed to make 
his goodneſs paſs before him, and proclaim 
his name gracious and merciful; and ordered 
him to hew two tables of ſtone like the firſt, 
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(4) 
and come up into the mount, and bring 
them with him, and he would write upon 
them the ſame words which were on thai 
firſt; and alſo directed him to make an WF 
of ſhittim wood to put them in; all which 
he did: for having hewed two tables of 
ſtone, he carried them up to God in the 
mount, who wrote on them the ten com- 
mandments, according to the firſt writing, 
and gave them to, Moſes; who having re- 
ceived them, turned himſelf, as our text ſays, 
from the place where the divine Majeſty was; 
and came down from the mount, from mount 
Sinai, with the two tables in his hands, and 
the writing of God on them, one table in 
one hand, and the other in the other hand ; 
and put the tables in the ark which he bad 
made, or ordered to be made by Bezaleel; 
for it was the ſame with that he made, and 
not a temporary one made for the preſent 
purpoſe till that was finiſhed : and there they 
be as the Lord commanded me; there the two 
tables were when Moſes rehearſed what is 
contained in this book on the plains of Moab, 
which was about eight and thirty years after 
the delivery and renewal of the tables on 
mount $77at ; and here they were in Jolomon's 
time, when the ark was: brought into the 
temple built by him, and when, as it is faid, 
there was nothing in it, ſave the tuo tables of 
ſtone which Moſes ues there at Horeb* ; and 
here 


2 1 Kings viii. 9. 


(s) 
here they continued as long as the ark was 
in being. In diſcourfing on theſe words, 


in order to improve them to ſome ſpiri- 
} parpoſes, I ſhall conſider, 


1. The ark Mo oſes made; into which the 
tables were put, as a type of Chriſt, | 
II. What was put into the ark, the twa 

tables of ſtone on which the law was 
written, 
III. What the putting of ah tables into 
the ark ſignified; and 

IV. The continuance of them 8 char 
they be as the Lord commanded me. 


I, The ark may be conſidered as a type of 
Chriſt, both with reſpe& to the names and 
epithets given unto it, and with reſpe& to 
the matter of which it was made. 

Firſt, There is an agreement between that 
and Chriſt, in the names and titles by which 
it is called; its general name is an ar# or 
cheſt, ſuch an one in which men put their 
wealth and riches, their gold and filver, their 
jewels and precious ſtones, and whatſoever 
is of worth and value: in Chriſt are put and 
hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge, all the riches of grace and glory : be- 
fides the fulneſs of the Godhead which 
dwells bodily in him, it has pleaſed the Fa- 
ther that all fulneſs of grace ſhould dwell in 
him, Tor the ſupply of the wants of his peo- 
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of pardoning grace, a fulneſs of ſanctify 


600 


ple in all ages of time; he is full of grace 


and full of truth; there is a fulneſs of juſtify= _ 
ing grace and righteouſneſs i in him, a fulngl 


and perſevering grace; and from him and 
by him does the Lord ſupply the need of his 
people, according to his riches in glory, or 


| glorious riches which are in him. 


The ark is ſometimes called the ark of 
God, being made by his order and direction, 


and for his ſervice and worſhip, and was his 


property : Chriſt as a divine perſon is the Son 
of God, his own Son, his proper Son; as 
medidtor he was ſet up, conſtituted, and in- 
veſted with this office, by him; as man, he 
prepared a body for him in council and cove- 
nant, and in time actually formed the human 
nature, and filled and adorned it with the 
gifts and graces of his Spirit. Sometimes it 
goes by the name of the ark of his ſtrength, 

ariſe, O Lord God, into thy reſting place, 
thou, and the ark of thy ſtrength *. Chriſt is 
both the mighty God "a the mighty man, 
the man 'of God's right hand, whom he has 
made ſtrong for himfelf and for his people; 
in whom there is not only righteouſneſs, but 
ſtrength for them, to enable them to exerciſe 


every grace, to bear up under every affliction, 
to withſtand every temptation, to oppoſe 


every fin, and to perform every duty of reli- 
gion; for though ey can do nothing of 
them- 

* San. iv. 11, 15, 17, 19, 21, 22. * 2 Chron. vi. fl. 


(7) 


themſelves, yet they can do all things thro” 
the ſtrength of Chriſt communicated to them. 
The ark is alſo called the ark of the covenant, 
Becauſe the law or teſtimony, which ſome- 
times has the name. of a covenant, was put 
into it: and not only the law has been ful- 
filled in Chriſt, but the covenant of grace. 
was made with him, as the head and repre- 
ſentative of his people, and is kept and ſtands 


faſt with him; he is the ſurety, mediator, 


and meſſenger of it, yea, the covenant itſelf; 
he is the ſum and ſubſtance of it; all the 
bleſſings of it are in his hands, and all the 
promiſes of it are yea and amen in him. 
The ark has the epithet of 50 given to it; 
Tefiah ordered the Levites to put the hoh ark 
into the temple built by Solomon “: Chriſt is 
the holy one of God, holy in his divine na- 
ture, glorious in the perfection of his holineſs, 


and 1s ſuch as 1s not to be found in creatures, 


angels, or men; there is none holy as he is; 
the Seraphim cover their faces when they 
celebrate this perfection of his; he is holy 
in his human nature, that is the holy thing 
born of the virgin, without the ſpot and 
blemiſh of original fin; he was holy and 
harmleſs in his life and converſation here on. 
earth, did no fin, nor was conſcious of any; 

and he is the fountain and ſource of all holi- 
neſs to his people, and is of God made unto 
them ſanctification as well as wiſdom, righ- 
0 - | teouſneſs, 

E Heb. I. 4. 4 2 Chron, xxxv. 3. 
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7 (3) 
teouſneſs, and redemption ; to all which may 
be added, that the ark is called the glory of 


God, the face of God, and Jehovah him- 


ſelf ©, being a ſymbol of his preſence : Chriſt 
1s the brightneſs of his Father's glory, the 
angel of his preſence, and Jehovah our righ- 
teouſneſs. 
Secondly, The ark may be conſidered as a 


type of Chriſt, with reſpect to the matter of 


which it was made; it was made of wood, 
even of ſhittim wood, and that covered with 
gold: it being of wood, may denote the 
meanneſs of Chriſt in the human nature; 


when he was found in faſhion as a man, in 
his ſtate of humiliation, he appeared in the 


form of a ſervant, and was of no reputation 
among men, emptied himſelf as it were, and 


ſeemed as if he was ſtripped of the glories 


of deity, which were hid under the coarſe 
veil of humanity; he took upon him all our 
ſinleſs infirmities, was in all things made like 


unto us, excepting ſin; and hence he was 


diſeſteemed of by men, deſpiſed and rejected 
by them, yea rejected from being a man, 
was ſcarcely allowed the name of a man, 
and was reckoned a worm, and no man. 
It being ſhittim wood of which the ark was 
made, and which was incorruptible and du- 


rable, may ſignify the incorruption of Chriſt 


even in the human nature; for though he 


was crucified through weakneſs, died tho 


death 
© Pf, Ixxviii. 61. and cv. 4. Numb. x. 355 36, 
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(9) 
death of the croſs, and was laid in the graves 
yet he was not left there ſo long as to fee 
corruption; though he was dead, he was 
ſoon raiſed from the dead, and now lives for 


evermore. Melchizedeck was an eminent type 


of Chriſt, be having neither beginning of days as 
God, nor end of life now as man; and having 
an unchangeable prieſthood *, which does not 
paſs from one to another, and in which there is 
no ſucceſſion. Chriſt is durable, even ever- 
laſting in his perſon, offices, grace, and 
fulneſs, and in the efficacy of his blood, 
righteouſneſs, and ſacrifice. The wood of 
which the ark was made, being covered with 
gold, and having a crown of gold on it, may 
point at Chriſt, whoſe head, the principal na- 
ture in him, is as the moſt fine gold, and 
who as mediator has a crown of pure gold 
ſet on his head by his divine Father, and 


whom we now ſee by faith crowned with 


glory and honour in the human natpre in 


heaven. It may be expreſſive of the rich- 


neſs of Chriſt as man and mediator, whoſe 
riches of grace and glory are unſearchable ; 


and of the worth and value believers in him 


put upon him, and of the high eſteem he 


is had in by them, and how exceeding 


precious he 1s to them. 


There are one or two things more, which 


though not reducible to either of the above 


heads, yet are worthy of notice; as that the 
1 ark 


5 Fed. i, 2, 24-32; 
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0 was portable, and l be carried on 


occaſion from place to place, as it ſometimes 


was ; for which purpoſe it had rings at the 
. corners of it, two on each ſide of it, 
and ſtaves provided to put into thoſe rings; 
and which alſo were made of ſhittim wood 
covered with gold, and were emblems of the 

iniſtry of the word, and of the miniſters of 
it; who, though mean in themſelves, are 
adorned and enriched with the gifts and 
graces of the Spirit of God, and have the 
rich treaſure of the goſpel put into their 


earthen veſſels; and are choſen veſſels, as the 


apoſtle Paul was, to bear the name and goſ- 
pel of Chriſt in the world, and carry it about 
from place to place; ſo the diſciples of Chriſt 
carried it through all the cities of 1/rgel, and 
from Judea into the Gentile world, and 
through the ſeveral parts of it; and it was 
brought from the eaſtern into the weſtern 
parts of the world, and at length to theſe 
northern iſles of ours. Moreover, let it be 
obſerved, that there was but one ark. Some 
Fewiſh writers s think there were two arks ; 
one that Bezalee! made, and this made by 
Moſes ; the one had the tables in it, and the 


other went out to battle on occaſion ; but for 


this there is no foundation. There was but 


one ark, and ſo there is but one Son of God, 


the only begotten of the Father ; one medi- 
tor between God and men, the man Chriſt 


Jeſus ; 


s Vid. Jarchium in v. 1. 


TS 2 
Jeſus ; one Saviour and Redeemer, the ſame 
to day, yeſterday, and for ever; there is none 
| befides him; there is no other name given 
under heaven among men whereby they muſt 
be ſaved. In this ark is ſalvation, and no 
where elſe. | 


II. I ſhall next conſider what were put 


into the ark, two tables of ſtone, with the 
law written upon them by the Lord himſelf; 
and may inquire into the matter, number, 
writing, and form of them. 

| 1ſt. The matter of them; they were of 
ſtone ; of what ſtone is not ſaid, nor is it of 
any great avail to know what it was. Some 
Fewiſh writers * will have them, at leaſt the 
firſt tables, to be of the ſapphire ſtone, 
which is not probable ; and what they ground 
it upon is not ſufficient to ſupport it, namely, 
Exod. xxiv. 10. where the elders of 1ſraet 


are ſaid to ſee the God of Iſrael; and there 


was under his feet as it were à paved work of 
a ſapphire ſtone : it is more probable that 
theſe tables were marble ſlabs, ſince there 
was great quantity of marble in thoſe parts 
and the rock at Sinai was a marble rock; 
granate marble of a reddiſh colour, as ap- 
pears at this day *; and one of the paraphraſts 
k expreſly calls them two marble tables: 
however, it is certain they were tables of 


CG. ftone,. . 


h Targum Jon. in Exod. xxxi, 18. i See Shaw's 
Travels, . 317, 443, ed. 2. E Targ. Jon, in loc. 


( 12 ) 
ſtone, to which the apoſtle oppoſes the geh 


rables of the heart l. Now their being of 
ſtone may denote either, 


1. The hardneſs of the heart of man, 
which is called a ftony heart w, and is as hard 


as the piece of a aches mill-ſtone ; as hard 


as the adamant ſtone, which 1s the hardeſt 
of all ſtones; it is obdurate and obſtinate, 
inflexible, and not ſubject to the law of God; 

nor can it be, without the powerful and effi- 
cacious grace of God is exerted on it, and 
makes it pliable, and bends it to it: without 
this, men live and die in the hardneſs of their 
hearts, and after their hard and impenitent 
heart treaſure up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and righteous judgment of God. Or 


rather theſe tables being of ſtone denote, 


2. The firmneſs, ſtability, and duration 
of the law, which is invariable, unalterable, 
unchangeable, and eternal: Concerning thy 
teftimonies, ſays David as, 1 have known of 
bold, that thou haſt founded them for ever; they 
were made to continue for ever; and they 
do, and will continue for ever, even as long 
as there is any uſe for them in the world; 


they are more unalterable and unchangeable 


than the laws of the Medes and Perſians. 
The law is not deſtroyed by Chriſt, but ful- 
filled by him; not a jot or tittle of it has 
failed, but all has been fulfilled; and who- 
ever breaks, or teaches men to break, the 


leaſt 


1 2 Cor. iii. 3. W Ezek. xxxvi. 26. * Pſi exix. 152: 


( 13 } 


leaſt of the commandments of it, ſhall be 


called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven, be 
reproved and chaſtiſed, if not puniſhed for 
it. This muſt be underſtood not with re- 
ſpect to the miniſtry of the law by Moſes ; 


as ſuch it has ceaſed, and the ceſſation of it 


as a miniſtry of his, was ſignified by the 
caſting the tables out of his hands, and the 
breaking of them. The law was given by 
Moſes, and as it was a miniſtration of his, it 
concerned the Jeus only; it was given to 
him for them, and it was given by him to 
them, and to them only ; and ceaſed as ſuch 
when their church and civil ſtate were at an 
end, and the goſpel-diſpenſation took place, 
when grace and truth, the doctrine of grace 
and truth, came by Jeſus Chriſt e: the law 
and the prophets, as miniſtred by Moſes, 
and them were until John the forerunner of 
Chriſt, and Ckriſt himſelf came, and mini- 
ſtred, and held forth both law and goſpel in 
a different manner; wherefore, when Moſes 
the giver of the law, and Elias the chief of 
the prophets, were with Chriſt when tranſ- 
figured on the mount, a voice came from 
the excellent glory, ſaying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him; 
not Moſes nor Elias, but him and him only, 


Moſes was the law-giver to the Jews, but 


Chriſt is the law-giver to us Chriſtians. The 
Jews boaſted that they were the diſciples of 
- GS. Moſes, 


John i. 17. ? Matt, xvil. 5. 
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( 14) 

Moſes, but our greateſt glory is, that we are 
the difciples of Jeſus: when we ſay, there- 

fore, that the law is immutable and unalter- 
able, it muſt be underſtood not of the mini- 
ſtry of it, but of the matter of it, and that 
as moral; for whatſoever of a ceremonial 
kind may be thought to be in it, there is a 
diſannulling of that, becauſe of the weakneſs 
and unprofitableneſs of it; but whatever is 
of a moral nature in both tables, is unchange- 
able and eternal; whatever was holy, juſt, 
and good, under the former diſpenſation, or 
in ages paſt, is ſo now. The firſt table of 
the law concerns the worſhip of the one true 
and living God, and the reverence that is due 
to his name; and though the time and place 
of worſhip, and the outward forms and rites 
of it are alterable things, yet worſhip itſelf, 
as it is of a moral and ſpiritual nature, and 
conſiſts of acts of devotion to God, of prayer 

to him and praiſes of him, and hes in acts 
of faith in him, fear of him, and a reveren- 
tial affection for him, and obedience to him, 
is the ſame in all ages, unchangeable and un- 
alterable. The ſecond table of the law re- 
ſpects our neighbours, and our conduct to- 
wards them; and whatever was injurious to 
their characters, perſons, and properties in 
former times, is ſo till, and ever will be, 
and to be carefully avoided : and particularly 
the firmneſs, the conſtancy, ſtability, and 
durableneſs of the law are to be — 
2 of 


(ts) 
of it, as it is in the hands of Chriſt, the 
king and law-giver in his houſe, where it 
abides firm and ſure, unalterably fixed, and 
is held forth by him as a rule of walk to his 
people under the goſpel-diſpenſation ; ſo that 
they are not without law to God, but under 
the law to Chriſt . 

2dly. The number of theſe tables deſerves 
ſome notice, which were Zo, as containing 
the diſtinct duties which are owing both to 
God and man. Our Lord accordingly has 
reduced the ſeveral commandments on them 
to two general and comprehenſive ones, in 
anſwer to the queſtion put by the ſcribe, 
Which is the great commandment in the law? 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy mind: This is the firſt and 
great commandment. And the ſecond is like 
unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
On theſe two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets . Moreover to theſe two 
tables anſwer the tables of the heart and mind, 
on which the law is re-infcribed in regenera- 
tion. and converſion, according to the pro- 
miſe in the covenant of grace, I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts; and though the mind and heart are 
in effect the ſame, yet they are diſtinctly 
mentioned, and as it ſhould ſeem with refe- 
. rence 
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(0) 
fefice to the two tables of the law; and the 


apoſtle, when he puts in contraſt the tables 
of ſtone on which the law was written, and 


the fleſhly tables of the heart on which the 
epiſtle of Chriſt is written, uſes the plural 


number *, 

zdly. The writing on them, what it was, 
and whoſe it was; what was written on the 
tables, were the decalogue or the ten words; 
the fame which the Lord ſpoke with an 
audible voice on mount Sinai, in the hearing 
of the children of Iſrael; the ſame he wrote 
on two tables of ſtone, plainly and legibly, 
that they might be caſily read, and that even 
he that ran might read them, and that they 


might remain and be read in after ages ; for 


litera ſcripta manet ; and that they might re- 


main unalterable, as Pilate ſaid, concerning 
the inſcription he put on the croſs of Chriſt, 


ad hat I have written, I have written * ; figni- 
fying that it ſhould continue as it was, and 
not be altered; ſo what God has written, he 
has written, and it ſhall remain ſo without 
any alteration: and this writipg, both on 
the former tables and on theſe latter tables, 
were the Lord's own writing, written by the 


finger of God himſelf ; Moſes wrote nothing, 


he only brought the two tables. hewed, but 
quite empty and deſtitute of any thing on 
them; what was written was by the Lord 
himſelf; ſo the re- inſcription of them on the 

hearts 


oer. Jil 3. ol John xix. 22. 


\ 


1 


( 17) 
hearts of men in regeneration is the Lord's 
own work, according to his promiſe ; they 
are the epiſtle of Chriſt, written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God *; 


it is not men nor miniſters that inſcribe 


theſe things on the fleſhly tables of the heart, 


but the Lord himſelf ; it is not by might or 
power of man, but by the Spirit of the Lord 


of hoſts : and what was written on theſe re- 
newed tables of ſtone, was exactly the ſame 
that was written on the former; the ſame 
laws in the ſame words and in the ſame let- 
ters. The law of God is the ſame, let it be 
where and when it will: the ſame law as 
moral was written on the heart of Adam in 
innocence ; and the remains of the ſame law 
are to be obſerved in the Gentiles, fince they 
do by nature the things contained in the law, 
which ſhew the work of the law written in 


their hearts *: and the ſame is written again 


by the Spirit of God in the hearts of his 
people in converſion ; and it is the ſame law 


which was in the hawe of Chriſt, and he 


became ſubject to, and is the fulfilling end of, 

for righteouſneſs to thoſe that believe Go him. 
4thly. The form of them ; they were ſlabs 

of marble, hewed and formed into tables by 


Moſes ; but the matter of them was till the 


ſame: they were tables of tone, denoting 
the ſame things as before, and which have 
been obſerved ; and the hewing of them by 

| Mefes 


V 2 Cor. iii. 3. * Rom, ii. 14, 15. 


heart of Chriſt, of which he himſelf ſays to 


3 


Moſes may denote the greater poliſhing of 


the law, or the brighter edition of it by him: 
it is but a rough draught of it, which is 
found written on the hearts of the Gentiles 
but the law, as delivered to Moſes, and given 
forth by him, was ſuch as no nation under 
the ſun had, beſides the Hraelites; what na- 
tion is there ſo great, ſays Moſes, that hath 


fatutes and judgments ſo righteous, as all this 


law which I ſet before you this day v. The 
Pſalmiſt David likewiſe takes notice of the 
diſtinguiſhing kindneſs of God to T/rael, in 
giving them his word, ſtatutes, and judgments, 
which he did not to others; and for which 


therefore they had reaſon to praiſe the Lord, 


and which he thus expreſſes: He ſheweth his 
word unto Jacob, his flatutes and his judge- 
ments unto Iſrael, He hath not dealt ſo with 
any nation; and as for his judgments, they 
have not known them, Praiſe ye the Lord“. 
And the apoſtle Paul enumerating the 
peculiar privileges of the children of T1/rae!, 


| reckons among them the giving of the law 


end the ſervice of God *; in the enjoyment of 
which they had the advantage and the prefe- 


\ rence to the nations of the world. 


III. I proceed to ſhew what the putting 
the tables into the ark ſignified. And this 


denotes, = 
* 1ſt, The being of the law in the 


his- 


v peut. iv. 8. = PL. calvii. 19,20, Rom. ix. 4. 


* 


(oF 
his God and Father, Thy law is within. my 


heart * ; where it was in a much higher ſenſe 


than it was in the hearts of the Gentiles, 


who by nature do the things in it; or than it 
was in the heart of Adam in his innocent 


ſtate; or than it is in the heart of a regene- 


rate man. And its being in his heart, is 
expreſſive of the perfect knowledge he has of 


it: as a divine perſon, he is omniſcient and 


| knows all things; as mediator, the treaſures 


of wiſdom and knowledge are hid in him, 
and the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding 
of counſel and knowledge reſts upon him 


as man, he was filled with wiſdom, and in- 
creaſed in it; and as he ſpoke ſuch words of 


wiſdom and grace. as never man did, being 
full of the doctrines of grace and truth, ſo 
he had ſuch knowledge of the law as never 
man had. This appears from his ready an- 
ſwer to the ſeribe, Which he delivered in ſo 
full and conciſe a manner, when he queſtioned 
him about which was the greateſt command- 
ment in the law before obſerved. It denotes 
alſo his ſtrong and cordial affection for it. 
David deſcribes a good man, and ſome think 
the Meſſiah, as one whoſe delight is in the law 


of the s and in his lau doth be meditate 


day and night ©; and of himſelf, and from 
his own experience, he could ſay, O how 
love 1 thy law, it is my meditation all the day*; 

in hib, as in other things, he Was a type 


D | "7-2 


» PL. A. 8. © Pf. i. 2. 4 Pf. cxix. g7. 
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( 20 . 
of Chriſt : and if every man 5 thas 4 is born 
again delights in the law of God after the in- 
ward man, and tekes pleaſure in obedience 
to it, much more muſt Chriſt, whoſe meat 
and drink iv was fo do the will of bim that ſent 
him ; one part of which was to obey and 
fulfil the law of God, Yea this includes 
and ſuppoſes complete conformity of heart 
and nature, of life and converſation in Chriſt 
unto it. There is a moſt perfect agreement 
between him and that. Is that holy? ſo was he 
in heart and life. Is that juſt? he is Jeſus 
Chrift the righteous. Is that good? he is 
good, and did good, and went about con- 
ntly doing good. Does the law require a 

holy nature perfectly free from fin ? it is to 
be found in Chrift, who is holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners; free 
from the ſpot of original fin, and from any 
blemiſh of actual tranſgreſſion. Does it de- 
mand and inſiſt on ſinleſs obedience? This is 
to be met with in none of Adam's race, only 
in Chriſt, who did no fin, neither was i 
found in his mouth. 

adly. The putting the two tables of the 
law into the ark, ſignifies Chriſt's ſubjection 
to the law, which was not only in him, but 
he was under that. As a Jets, he was under 
the civil law: a 7e he was by birth; the 
Sbilob that was to come, and did come from 
the tribe of Judab; * vrhich tribe . 
whole 


* Johs iv. 34. 


, 


(21) 
Whole body of the. nation were Jenominated : 
Fews. He was of the family of David, 
which was of that tribe. He was born at 
Bethlehem Ephratab, or Bethlehem of Judah : 
fo that, as the apoſtle ſays, it is evident thas 
our Lord ſprang out of Judah; and was a 
native of that land, and ſtrictly and properly 
a Few; and as ſuch was ſubject to the laws 
of his country; and even when it was reduced 
to a Roman province, and obliged to pay tri- 
bute to the Roman governors, and which he 
did not refuſe to do ; for as he taught men to 
give to Ceſar the things which were Cæſar s, 1 
he did the ſame himſelf, and even wrought 
a miracle to perform it: for when the re- | q 
ceivers of tribute came to Peter for it, he 1 
ordered him to caſt his hook into the ſea, | 1 
and out of the firſt fiſh that came up, to take _ 
a piece of money, and pay the tribute for 
him and himſelf ; ſo far was he from being, 
chargeable with the imputation laid upon him, 
that he was an enemy to Caefar, a ſtirrer up 
of ſedition, a perverter of the nation, and 
forbad the people to give tribute to Cæſar. 
As he was a fon of Abraham, he was under 
| the ceremonial law, and ſubje& to that; ſo 
he was: throughout the whole courſe of his 
life : he was circumciſed the eighth day, pre- 
ſented by his parents to the Lord in the tem- 
ple at the proper time, and went up to Jeru- 
ſalem with them to keep the 8 when 


D 2 but 


rc 


* 
p 
, 
d. 
p 
. 
I 
Bi 
- 


— "SEV 
1 


„CPC ²˙ . ̃ ¾ Mm . ̃ nt ee I 


r — ePrapows wv pay nr - — — - d 
\ 8 EEE * —— — 
4 . ** a OR” © m2 — 1 
1 qo — 2 IR" — 
3 Y — — & * 
. Ah ee Ee EARS. - — a * - . 
* * — — —— - — _ — — — 
5 — —— 2 


— <6 4 — 2 _ 
_— - 


= 
ws — 
2 


„ 


—— 
— ... 
Ao ES. 9 


ot Sabres BY 


— —— — — — ITT — — — — — 2 — n N 
ES + LE SL2 wt: 2 —1 „ "*"eghar 0 — * — 2 . — — 


<P # <a x? . vB 2 


r r — * 

"Ip 3 . . ins 3 
2 4 — *, van A » + 
„„ ³³ 00 

o . 


RY 
"== 
2 


. 8 

I LAS” ew 
— - 
STE 
— 9 


— 
- 2.4%: 


A ap" 8 
= ape at 0 


— 1 * 2 
r 


3 > 
—— S * 


WI ee 
—_— 


3 6 <2 


. r - 


d. - "4 7 1 8 n 

* 3 - — 28 * 
!!!; IRE... Aer a Daw, 
s - — r 


Io 22 — k £ 2 1 


D 
— 4 oo _ 
—— — 
—_ A 


———ͥç — — 8 * 
- — A K 


if 
43. 5 
f 


3 
1 
9 


2 


6022) 
but twelve years of age; we often hear of 
him at the Jewiſb feſtivals in their ſyna- 
gogues and temples, attending the ſervice of 
them; and one of the laſt actions of his life 
was keeping the paſſover with his diſciples 
before he ſuffered. The. ceremonies of the 
law were ſhadows of him, of which he was 
the body and ſubſtance, and had their ac- 
compliſhment in him. As a creature, as a 
man, he was under the moral law, and ſub- 
ject to that, as every man is and ought to be: 
being made of a woman, or born of one, he 
was in courſe made under the law; and be- 
ing found in faſhion as a man, he was in the 
form of a ſervant, and under obligation to do 
duty and ſervice, to fear God and keep his 
commandments, which is the whole duty of 
man s, or the duty of every man k: eſpeci- 
ally he was under this law, and obliged to 
| Obey it, as he was the ſurety of his people. 
That he became their ſurety is certain; hence 
he is called the ſurety of a better teſtament * : 
he engaged in the covenant of grace, which 
3s the better teſtament, to be the bondſman 
of his people, to pay their debts for them, 
to ſatisfy divine juſtice, to redeem and ſave 
them, to bring them back, and reſtore them, 
and ſet them before his divine Father; all 
which could not be done without fulfilling 
3 great 20 n 


* Ecel. xii. 13. | Y ER 58 77, hoc eſt totum 
hominis, Junius & Tremellius; hoc eſt omnium hominum, P/ 
cater, Gejerus. ! Heb. vii. 22. 5 | 


(od © 
the law. This was a principal part of the 


will of God, which he agreed to do, ſaying, 


Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not defire, 


ſuch as were of a ceremonial kind, they be- 


ing inſufficient to atone for fin, and take it 
away; but the ſacrifice of himſelf, body and 
foul, he did defire, which was typified by 
the fin-offerings and burnt-offerings under 
the law; Then ſaid J, lo I come, in the volume 
of the book it is written of me, I delight to do 
thy will, O my God *; which was to offer 
himſelf a victim to divine juſtice, and be 
ſubject both to the precepts and penalty of 


the law, which as a ſurety for ſinners he was 


obliged to be, and was: he was ſubje& to 
the precepts of the law, and ſtrictly obſerved 
them ; he did always the things which pleaſed 
his Father, and all things that were pleaſing 
to him, even his whole will and pleaſure, 
and omitted nothing which he commanded 
and required ; by which means he was fit 
to be a ſacrifice for ſin, ſince in him was no 


| fin; he was not guilty of any breach of the 


law, in thought, word, or deed, and hereby 
became a proper pattern and example for his 
people to copy after ; for though they are 
not able perfectly to conform to him as ſuch, 
yet he is worthy of their imitation in all they 
can; and it becomes them fo walk even as be 


 aalked |, though they can only do it in an 
imperfect manner: and beſides the precepts 


; 8 of 
* Pf. xl. 6, 7, 8. 1 John ii. 6. 


= * 8 
of the law, as the ſinner's furety, he was 
ſubject to the penalty of it; for though, as a 
mere creature, and a finleſs man, he was onl 
bound to keep the commands of the law; 
yet as a ſurety for finners he was obliged to 
bear the penalty of it in their room and ſtead, 
which they through diſobedience to the law 1 
were liable to, which penalty is death, I: 
the day thou eateſt thereof thou Malt ſureiy 
die n; which is not only true of the firſt ſin 
of man, but of every other, for :he wages of 
fin is death; not death corporal only, but 
death eternal, or the wrath» of God, which 
comes upon the children of diſobedience, 
even on every one that have no ſhare in the 
ſuretyſhip of Chriſt; but for whomſoever he 
became a ſurety, for them he became obedi- 
ent unto death, and bore the curſe of the 
law and wrath of God, and thereby delivered 
them from it. Es 
zdly. The putting the tables into the ark 
fignified Chriſt's fulfilment of the law in the 
room and inſtead" of his people. He not 
only had it in him, and was. made under it, 
but he perfectly fulfilled it. This it became 
him to do as a ſurety; it became him indeed 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs, civil, ceremonial, 
and moral, but eſpecially the latter; ſince his 
work and buſineſs was as a ſurety to bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs for the juſtification 
of his people, and thereby juſtly and truly 
» | merit 


m Gen, ii. 17, 2 Rom. vi. 23. 
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(25) 
merit and claim the character of the Lord 
our righteouſneſs. He came into the world 
in our nature, to fulfil the moral law and the 
righteouſneſs of it: Think not, ſays he, that 
am come to deſtroy the law or the prophets ; 
T am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil *%Þ0 Some 
of the: Jews thought that Chriſt was an 
Antinomian, as theſe words plainly ſthew ; juſt 
as ſome ignorant perſons now reckon the 
faithful miniſters of the goſpel to be: and if 


our Lord himſelf was ſo ill thought of, it 


need not feem ſtrange that his faithful fol- 
lowers ſhould have ſuch a brand of infamy 


faſtened upon them : but certain it is, that 


Chriſt came not with ſuch an intent, nor did 
he do any thing in doctrine or practice which 
tended to deſtroy the law, but every thing 
which ſerved to fulfil it; being ſent in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fm condemned 
fin in the fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of the 
law might be fulfilled in us?, as repreſented 
by him. And this is done, and effectually 
done; he is become the end of the law, the 
fulfilling-end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth *%, This is complete- 
ly done; it is finiſhed, and was finiſhed when 
he died the death of the croſs: and hereby 
the law is magnified, and made honourable * , 
more fo by the obedience and ſufferings of 
the Son of God, than by the obedience of 

d angels 


© Mat. v. 17. p Rom, viii. 34. 2 Rom x. 4. 
r II. xlii. 21. | 2 
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(26) 
angels in heaven, or of Adam in paradiſe, or 
by the ſufferings of the damned in hell to all 
eternity; the obedience and ſufferings of theſe 
being that of creatures, whereas the righte- 
ouſneſs that Chriſt has brought in and yielded 


to the law, is the righteouſneſs of God; not 


only what is approved of by God, and ac- 
cepted with him, and imputed by him to his 


people, but is what was wrought by him, 


Who is God as well as man; and tho' his 
ſuffering the penalty of the law was in the 
human nature, yet in that nature as in union 


with the Son of God: whence the law has 
had ſuch a glory put upon it, and an honour 
done it, it never otherwiſe could have had; 


wherefore we ſhould look not to our own 
righteouſneſs as juſtifying, which is but filthy 
rags, but to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


which he is the author of, and is in him; 


and who was made ſin for his people, that 
they might be made the Bly of God 
in him 


IV. The laſt thing to be conſidered is, 
the continuance of the tables in the ark; 
which remained there until the time that 
Moſes was about to die, even many years 


after they had been put there; and they re- 


mained there many ages after that; and 
which may ſignify the abiding of the law in 
the hands of — the anti- type of the ark, 


even 


S 2 Cor. v. 21. 


460 


even Unzer the goſp el-diſpenqation; the ty⸗ 
pical ark, and the tables in it, being no more, 


having their full accompliſhment in Chriſt... 
iſt. Let it be obſerved that there is a ſenſe 
in which the law is aboliſhed, and continues 


not; the law and goſpel are ſet in a contraſt | 


by the apoſtle; the one is ſaid to be done 
away, and the other that which remaineth** ; 

which is the everlaſting goſpel, the word of 
God that abides for ever. When the law is 
in a ſenſe ſaid to become dead, and believers 


in Chriſt dead to that, and delivered From it *, 
this muſt be underſtood of it as a ee. | 
of works; as ſuch it was made with Adam, 


the federal head of all his poſterity, in which 
he was a figure and type of the Meſſiah that 
was to come, the covenant-head, of his ſpiri- 
tual offspring. This covenant Adam broke, 
and all his poſterity in him; and ſo he con- 
veyed fin and death to them, from which 
there is no deliverance but by Chriſt the 
ſecond Adam: and he has redeemed his peo- 
ple that were under .the law, and ſubject to 
the curſe. and condemnation of it, from it, 


as a covenant of works, entailing death and 


damnation on them ; ſo that they are not 
under the law as a compel of works, but 
under grace, the covenant of grace; even 
as they are not under the law of fin as a 
reigning principle in them, but under grace 
as a governing one. 7 
E : Likewiſs 


© 2 Cor. iii, 11. Rom. vi. 4,6. » Rom. vi. 14- 
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Likewiſe the law remains not as a yoke of 
bandage: it gendered. indeed unto +24 aan 
and brought a "foirix of bondage on them that 
were I it; but Chriſt has made his peo- 
ple free from it, and called them to liberty; 
and they are bid to ſtand faſt in the liberty 
with which he. has made them free, and not 
be intangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
And indeed the law itſelf as in the hands of 
Chriſt, is a law of liberty, and which his 
People ſerve chearfully and voluntarily, being 
made willing in the day of Chriſt's power 
upon them; not only to embrace his goſpel, 
2 ſubmit to his ordinances, but tg ſerve the 

law of God with their whole mind and ſpirit. 
The commandments of it are not grievous 
and heavy, being aſſiſted by the Spirir and 
grace of God to obey them from. right prin- 
eiples, and from right views, not to obtain 
life, but from a principle of life and grace 
1 in them; ſo that this burden, if it 

may be called one, is light and eaſy, and 
borne with delight and pleaſure. 

The law remains not as a terrifying law; it 
was attended with terror when delivered on 
mount Sinai; it was a fiery law to the Mraelites, 
when they heard it ſpoken out of the midit 
of fire, and ſaw the lightnings, and heard 
the thunder that accompanied it, it made 
them tremble, and even Moſes himſelf ex- 
cegdingly feared and quaked; and when it 
comes into a ſinner's conſcience, it works 

| wrath, 


(29) 


wrath, and leaves a fearful looking for of 


judgment and fiery indignation. It is dread» 
ful to them that are under it; hence, ſays 
the apoſtle, tell me, ye that efire to be under 
the law, do ye not hear the law *? its dread- 
ful menaces Na curſes? But the believer in 
Chriſt has nothing to fear from the terrors of 
the law and its threatnings, for he is deli- 


vered from the curſe and condemnation of it 


by Chriſt; and though it thunders out terri- 
ble vollies of curſes on ſuch who are of the 


works of it, and are under it, and continue 


not in all things written in it to do them, yet 
None of theſe can reach to or fall on the be- 
lever in Chriſt; for Chriſt has redeemed him 
from the curſe of the law, being made a 
curſe for him: nor is there any condemnation, 
not one condemnation v, were there as many 
ſentences of condemnation pronounced as 
fins committed, not one of them that can be 
executed on them that are in Chri/?, who are 


' ſecured in his perſon, and redeemed by his 


blood; ſince he has been condemned for them, 
and ſin has been condemned in his fleſh, 


when he ſuffered and died for them; and 


therefore who is he that condemneth? it is 
Chriſt that died; whoſe death is a ſecurity 
from all condemnation by ſin, Satan, the 
world, or by their own hearts and conſciences. 
Fox that believe in Chriſt are paſſed from 
"02 death 


| - x Tank Iv. 27. | von XATAx{ aA, Rom, vii. 1. 


(39) 
death to life, and ſhall never enter into con- 
demnation; and therefore however the law 
may be a curſing and damning law to ohen 
it remains not ſo to them. | 
- > Moreover it remains not, wy is not to be 
ſought unto for juſtification ;. for by the deeds 
of it there ſhall no fleſh, or any man, be juſti- 
Fed in the fight of God; but à man, and every 
man that is juſtified in a goſpel-ſenſe, is 
Juſſiſied by faith, without the deeds of the las 
and it is a vain and fruitleſs thing to ſeek for 
righteouſneſs by it. The Jezos, who followed 
after the law of righteouſneſs, and purſued it 
with great vigour and earneſtneſs, did not 
_ attain unto it, becauſe they ſought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the laub; 
and this is the caſe of every man that takes 
the ſame courſe: nay, it is not only vain and 
fruitleſs to attempt to obtain righteouſneſs 
that way, but it is ſinful and wicked; for 
ſuch who go about to eſtabliſb their own Tigh- 
Feouſneſs, not only betray their ' ignorance of 
God's righteouſneſs, and the pride and vanity 
af their hearts, and truſt in themſelves, and 
deſpiſe others, but even ſubmit not to, yea treat 
with neglect, and contempt, the righteouſneſs 
of: the God-man and mediator Jeſus Chriſt t. 
But then, 
2dly. In other reſpects the law continues 
invar iable, unalterable, and unchangeable; nor 
is it made null and void under the goſpel- 
. diſpenſation, 


Rom. iii. 20, 28. Rom. ix. 31, 32. f Rom. x. 3. 


. 

difpenſation, or by it; do we maße void the 
law through faith? Do we diſannul it, ſet it 
aſide, and make no uſe of it, or e it of 
no effect, either through the grace of faith, 
or believing in Chriſt, or through the doctrine 


af faith in general, the goſpel, or through | 


the particular doctrine of juſtification by faith 
in the righteouſneſs. of Chriſt, . of which 
doctrine the apoſtle is treating? God forbid, 
it is deteſted by us, yea we eftabiiſh the la; 

we ſet it on its proper baſis, on a ſure foun- 
dation, and bring that righteouſneſs to it 
wrought out by Chriſt, which is commen- 
ſurate to all its demands, and gives it ho- 
nour © : for we know that the law is good, the 


author of j it is good, who is God, the matter 


of it is good, being holy, juſt, and good, 
and the uſe of it is good, if a man uſe it 


lawfully *; for there is a lawful and an un- 


lawful uſe of the law. It is uſed unlawfully 
when men make the works of it the terms of 
their acceptance with God, the matter of 
their juſtification before him, and the cauſes 
or conditions of their ſalvation. Otherwiſe 
it may be lawfully uſed; and it is of uſe 
to believers themſelves, as, 

I. To point out to them what is the good, 
acceptable, and perfect will of God 5; what 


that 1 is Which is holy, Juſt, and good; what 


_ ought 


4 Rom. ili. 31. e See a Sermon of mine, called, The 
Law eftabliſhed by the Goſpel, on Rom. iii. 31. 11 Tim. i. 9. 
5 Rom, xii. 2. | | 
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( . 
eugbt to be dene, or not to be dene; what 
ſhould be carefully performed, and what 
ſhunned and avoided ; what is a man's duty 
to God and to his neighbour. For the law 
of God, as we have ſeen, includes both, and 
is a tranſcript of the holy and unchange- 
able will of God; what is his common men 
ſhould do or abſtain from. 

2. Another uſe of it, and for which it 
remains, is, that it is a glaſs in which be- 


lievers may behold the deformity of their 


nature, the impurity of their hearts, and the 
imperfection of their obedience ; and it is 
only of this uſe to enlightened minds: for of 
— * ſervice is a glaſs to a blind man? hold 
it before him, and he can ſee nothing in it, 

or by it: ſo ſet the law before an unenlight- 
ened finner, and he will fee nothing in it, 
nor through it; but an enlightened man, a 
believer in Chriſt, can ſee his face in it, and 
perceive what manner of man-he is, in his 
nature, life, and actions: and when he com- 
Pares himſelf with the law that 1s holy, juſt, 
good, and ſpiritual, he ſees that he is in 
Himſelf unholy, unrighteous, evil, and car- 
nal, and fold under fin, as the apoſtle did b: 

when he is led to obſerve the extent of the 
law, and the ſpirituality of it reaching to the 
thoughts of the heart, as well as to the out- 
ward actions of life, he cries out with David, 


by bave feen an end o all perfection, thy com- 


mandment 
5 "TY vis. 12, 146- P. cox. 96, 


(33) 
-mandment. is exceeding broad : he deſpairs of 
attaining to perfection by it, and even of at- 
taining to a righteouſneſs through it, adequate 
to its requirements ; he grows out of conceit 
with himſelf and his own righteouſneſs, 
which he now renounces. and rejects in the 


buſineſs of his juſtification before God, and 


acceptance with him. Wherefore, 


. The law is occaſionally of further uſe 


to believers, to endear the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt unto them, and to make them value 
it the more; when they ſee their own righte- 
ouſneſs is no righteouſneſs in the account of 
the law, being neither as to matter nor man- 
ner done as that requires ; that it is a cover- 


ing too narrow to wrap themſelves in, and a 


bed too ſhort to ſtretch themſelves on ; that 
it will not cover their naked ſouls, nor ſhelter 
them from the wrath and juſtice of God, or 
render them acceptable in his ſight. How 
precious then is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
when ſet before them as revealed in the ooſpel, 
from faith to faith, that being the righteouſ- 
neſs of God and not of a creature; a righte- 


ouſneſs pure and perfect, well pleaſing 3 in the 


fight of God, anſwerable to all the demands 
of law and juſtice, which juſtifies them that 
believe from all things they could not be 
juſtified from by the law of Moſes ; an ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and which will anſwer 
for them in a time to come! hence they love 


it, ng it, praiſe 1t, _ hold upon it, and 


. 


— 


3 - fa 
defire- tö be found in it, living and dying, | 
and not in their own. 

The law is in the hands of Chriſt: as a 
rule of walk and converfation, directing be- 
lievers how to conduct and behave themſelves 
under his influence. The whole fcripture, 
given by inſpiration of God, is the ſtandard || 
of faith and practice, and the rule of both: 
the goſpel- part of it is profitable for doctrine, 
and is the teſt of that; and the law-part of 
it reſpects duty, and points to that; where- 
fore to the law and to the teſtimony, if men 
Jpeak not, and act not according to this word, 
it 1s becauſe there is no light in them*. Chriſt 
is king and law-giver in his houſe, and king- 
dom the church; and beſides ſome poſitive 
commands which he has delivered out, there 
is a repetition of the law in the New Teſta- 
ment; a new edition of it, publiſhed under 
the authority and ſanction of Chriſt ; ſo that 
we are - now under the law to him l, and un- 
der new obligations to obey it, as held forth 
by him. And it is to be obeyed fron love, 
: faith, and to the glory of God, without 

finiſter, ſelfiſh, mercenary ends and 
views. It is to be obeyed from love to God 
and Chriſt ; the end of the commandment 1s 
charity, or- love; ; out of a pure heart and of 
good conſcience, and faith unfeigned ® : not 
the terrors of the law, but the love of Chriſt 
conſtrain believers in him to yield a chearful 
| obedience 


* II. viii. 20, 1 Cor. ix. 21. m 1 Tim, i. 5. 
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| (35). 
| 6bedietice to it; which they do through. faith 


in him, depending on him for grace and 


ſtrength to ſerve him in it. Of all men in 
the world none are under greater obligations 


to be careful to maintain good works than 


belie vers, and none ſo capable of per- 
forming them as they, and none ſo ready to 
do them; and in doing which they ſeek not 
themſelves, but the glory of God; and which, 

as it ſhould be, they make their chief end, as 
in civil things, ſo much more in religious 


duties; and when they have done all they 


can, and ate aſſiſted to do, they own they are 


but unprofitable ſervants; do not and cannot 
merit any thing at the hands of God, but 


expect eternal life and falvation as the free 


gift of God through Chriſt, And now, true 
pelievers, who behold the law in the hand 
of Chriſt, and as fulfilled by him, delight in 


it after the inward man; and though with 
the fleſh they ſerve the [to of fin, to the grief 
and diſtreſs of their ſouls, yet with rhe mind 


the law of God *. 


Upon the whale, let it be an inſtruction 
and direction to you to look to the law only 


as in Chriſt; viewed otherwiſe it is a terrible 
law, a fiery one, working wrath and threat 


ening with it; throwing out its menaces, 
curſes, damnation, and death ; but view it 
in Chriſt and there it is fulfilled, its curſe re- 

Et eta F moved, 


n Rom. vii. 22, 25. 
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(697. 
moved, its demands anſwered, and that it- 
ſelf magnified and made honourable, and ap 
pears lovely and amiable, to be delighted in 
and ſerved with pleaſure. Look upon both 
tables of the law as in the ark, look to the 
ark, and them in that; and forget- not to caſt 


an eye to the mercy- -ſeat ſo near it, which 


was a cover or lid unto it, and of equal length 
and breadth with it ; the myſtery of which 
you will eaſily underſtand, that Chriſt in his 
obedience, ſufferings, and death, and as the 
propitiation, is equal to all the demands of 
law and juſtice. The ark, with the tables 
in it, the mercy-ſeat upon that, the cherubim 
of glory overſhadowing the mercy-ſeat, be- 
tween which the Shekinah or divine Majeſty 
dwelt, are ſuch a glorious ſpiritual hierogly- 
phick as were never ſeen in the world beſides; 
ſueh a group of wonders, ſuch an aſſemblage 
of the myſteries of grace, ſuch a cluſter of glo- 
rious truths are in it, which when you behold, 
ſay, if ever you ſaw a ſight like this! The ark, 
and the tables in it, ſignify, as we have ſeen, 
Chriſt, and the law fulfilled by him, and 
continued in him; the mercy-ſeat, Chriſt. the 
propitiation, and the grace and mercy of God 
ſtreaming through him as ſuch; the cheru- 
bin, the miniſters of the word in general; 
and being two may reſpe& the prophets of 
the Old Teſtament, and the apoſtles and 
miniſters of the New, looking at one another, 
and agreeing together, and both pointing at 
EET. Chriſt 


1 1 
Chriſt the mercy-ſeat; among whom n Jehovali 
dwells, and with whom he is and will be 


unto the end of the world. Here may be 
| ſeen at once the law fulfilled and juſtice 
 fatisfied, mercy in its triumphs over juſtice, 
and yet both in perfect harmony and concord. 


Here mercy and truth meet together, righte- 
ouſneſs and peace kiſs each other, Moſt of 
theſe truths may be ſeen together in one paſ- 
ſage of the apoſtle ; whom, ſpeaking of Chriſt 

God hath ſet forth, in his eternal purpoſes and 
decrees, to be a propitiation, (Aaugypor, the 
word the Greek verſion uſes for the mercy- 


ſeat) through faith in his blood, to declare his 


righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God. Yo 
declare, J ſay, at this time bis 4 nn 7 ffs 


that he might be juſt and the alien of hi 
ebich believeth in Jeſus % 


Rom. in. 25, 26. 
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Err atum, P. 22, J. 3. r. temple inſtead of temples. 
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